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the us led air strikes on afghanistan that began on 7 october 2001 are only the latest episode in
a conflict that has lasted 20 years this conflict has left afghanistan s infrastructure devastated
and its people at the bottom of the un s human development indices this new report situates
afghanistan in its regional and international context it explains the political social religious
and ethnic factors underlying the country s recent history debunking some of the simplistic
and stereotyped views of the country and its population the report also gives a detailed picture
of the interaction between domestic conditions and foreign interests that led to the rise and
dominance of the taliban it  describes the impact  of  prolonged conflict  on the people of
afghanistan and the way in which the conflict has become ethnicized it ends with a set of
recommendations to prevent the escalation or perpetuation of the conflict

human  rights  in  peace  and  development  are  accepted  throughout  the  global  south  as
established normative and beyond debate only in the powerful elite sectors of the global north
have these rights been resisted and refuted the policies and interests of these global forces are
antithetical to advancing human rights ending global poverty and respecting the sovereign
integrity of states and governments throughout the global south the link between poverty war
and environmental degradation has become evident over the last 60 years further augmenting
international consciousness of these issues as interconnected with the rest of the human rights
corpus  this  book  examines  the  history  of  this  struggle  and  outlines  practical  means  to
implement these rights through a global framework of constitutional protections within this
emerging framework it argues that states will be increasingly obligated to formulate policies
and programs to achieve peace and development throughout the global society

arguing that inner and outer peace are synonymous the author combs the world from bosnia to
the  middle  east  to  describe  the  peace  making  actions  and  strategies  of  people  and
organizations around the world original 40 000 first printing tour
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in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace and
isolationist groups protested against the nation s entry into world war ii while their story is
fairly well known margaret paton walsh reveals a far less familiar story of women who
fervently felt that american intervention was absolutely necessary paton walsh recounts how
the united states became involved in the war but does so through the eyes of american women
who faced it as a necessary evil covering the period between 1935 and 1941 she examines
how these  women functioned  as  political  actors  even  though  they  were  excluded  from
positions of power through activism in women s organizations informal women s networks
and even male dominated lobbying groups in the great debate over whether america should
enter the war some women favored aid to the allies not because they hoped for war but
because they hoped aid would forestall more direct u s involvement but also because they
believed war was preferable to a nazi victory paton walsh shows that this activism involved
some of the most prominent women of their day elizabeth cutter morrow whose son in law
charles lindbergh was an isolationist spokesman supported the revision of the neutrality acts to
allow the sale of arms to the allies and expressed her support in a national radio broadcast
soon other women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist dorothy thompson
and organizations like the league of women voters and national women s trade union league
broke from the pacifist tradition to advocate american aid for the allied cause focusing on the
conflict in europe paton walsh shows how these women grasped the implications of the lend
lease program for america s entry into the war but supported it nevertheless by late 1941 the
women s division of the fight for freedom committee had been established no longer merely
advocating aid to britain to keep american boys out of battle this organization supported direct
american involvement in the war as a means of stopping nazi oppression while most historians
have focused on women s pacifism paton walsh connects women more directly to world
events and shows how those interventionists reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and
explain  their  beliefs  our  war  too is  a  story  of  american women trying to  reconcile  the
irreconcilable to preserve both their principles and their peace it expands our understanding of
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women as political actors and thinkers about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american
public opinion over the build up to the war
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