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modern moral and political philosophy is in debt with natural law
theory both in its ancient and mediaeval elaborations while the
very notion of a natural law has proved highly controversial among
20th century scholars the last decades have witnessed a renewed
interest in it indeed the threats and challenges as result of
multiculturalism plural societies and global changes have
generated a renewed attention to natural law theory clearly it
offers solid basis as possible framework to a better understanding
of human goods without contradictions and partial bias the purpose
of the present volume is to provide an overview of the history of
this concept cicero st paul aquinas melanchthon montaigne
descartes leibniz hume burke kant macintyre etc as well as a deep
understanding of ongoing research both in europe and in america
furthermore the specificity of these studies will be of particular
value to philosophers law philosophers historians anthropologists
sociologists and theologians and those concerned on such issues as
the relation between law and moral norm law and practical reason
and the presence of the idea of natural law in several prominent
thinkers it includes a selected bibliography on natural law the
book also provides an excellent introduction to several of the
major topics in natural law theory making it useful both as a
reference text and as a sourcebook for academics alike natural law
is a rich complex and highly disputed term since its first
appearances in the history of western civilization it has been
used both to point to god as the source of the moral order and to
assert that there is an objective order of justice in nature that
men and their laws ought to respect in modern times natural law
theory gave birth to what we usually call human rights unlike the
meaning of the term the importance of an ongoing debate on natural
law and on the theories related to it is undisputable this is why
i welcome today this new collection of essays edited by alejandro
néstor garcía martínez mario Šilar and josé m torralba natural law
historical systematic and juridical approaches includes a wide
variety of studies covering key authors and issues in natural law
theory younger students will appreciate the clarity of the
chapters and more trained readers the detailed and accurate
bibliographical references that each of them offers the editors s
choice to go from a historical approach to contemporary theories
and then to theoretical and more practical issues is also
commendable students in philosophy and in legal theory will
greatly benefit from this book fulvio di blasi author of god and
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the natural law a rereading of thomas aquinas

are the general and the particular separated in legal rhetorics
what is the function of singular events facts names in legal
argumentation and what is their relationship to legal normativity
bringing together an international range of legal scholars this
collection takes a diachronic approach and addresses these
questions from the perspective of contemporary legal discourse it
explores the changes in legal form and transmission that have been
generated both by globalisation and by common law s irreversible
encounter with the civilian methods of european law it explores
how in the contemporary legal discourse exemplarity and all
rhetoric processes based on the general particular dichotomy more
generally regained relevance in doing so it highlights the
centrality of the example and proposes the development of new
rhetorical approaches better suited to today s legal practices
which operate in a globalised field

this collection of essays brings together an international range
of contributors who outline and analyze the impact of feminism on
criminology in their countries the book provides an overview of
the subject enabling international comparisons to be made
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