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dan barker s dramatic journey from devout soul winner to one of america s most prominent

freethinkers after 19 years of evangelical preaching ordained minister associate pastorship

missionary to mexico cross country evangelism christian songwriter dan barker threw out the

bathwater and found there is no baby there a challenge to believers and an arsenal for

skeptics

uncover the truth about atheism in the book oliver sacks calls a revelation i don t think

anyone can match the devastating clarity intensity and honesty which dan barker brings to

the journey faith to reason childhood to growing up fantasy to reality intoxication to

sobriety advance praise for godless valuable in the human story are the reflections of

intelligent and ethical people who listen to the voice of reason and who allow it to

vanquish bigotry and superstition this book is a classic example christopher hitchens author

of  god  is  not  great  the  most  eloquent  witness  of  internal  delusion  that  i  know a

triumphantly  smiling  refugee  from the  zany  surreal  world  of  american  fundamentalist

protestantism is dan barker richard dawkins author of the god delusion godless was a

revelation to me i don t think anyone can match the devastating clarity intensity and

honesty which dan barker brings to the journey faith to reason childhood to growing up

fantasy to reality intoxication to sobriety oliver sacks authors of musicophilia in godless

barker recounts his journey from evangelical preacher to atheist activist and along the way

explains precisely why it is not only okay to be an atheist it is something in which to be

proud michael shermer publisher of skeptic magazine godless is a fascinating memoir and a

handbook for debunking theism but most of all it is a moving testimonial to one man s

emotional and intellectual rigor in acclaiming critical thinking robert sapolsky author of why
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zebras don t get ulcers

a former louisiana pastor s courageous memoir chronicling his conversion to atheism

for about two decades john w loftus was a devout evangelical christian an ordained minister

of the church of christ and an ardent apologist for christianity with three degrees in

philosophy theology and philosophy of religion he was adept at using rational argumentation

to defend the faith but over the years doubts about the credibility of key christian tenets

began to creep into his thinking by the late 1990s he experienced a full blown crisis of faith

in this honest appraisal of his journey from believer to atheist the author carefully explains

the experiences and the reasoning process that led him to reject religious belief the original

edition of this book was published in 2006 and reissued in 2008 since that time loftus has

received a good deal of critical feedback from christians and skeptics alike in this revised

and expanded edition the author addresses criticisms of the original adds new argumentation

and references and refines his presentation for every issue he succinctly summarizes the

various points of view and provides references for further reading in conclusion he describes

the implications of life without belief in god some liberating some sobering this frank

critique of christian belief from a former insider will interest freethinkers as well as anyone

with doubts about the claims of religion

spiritual atheism is achieved mything one s own life while avoiding the encumbrances of

incongruent theism faith transitioning from conservative christian to spiritual  atheist  is

modeled pillar by pillar platform by platform this insider whistle blows on the deception of

the ages the interrelation of our psychological spiritual dimensions is astutely demonstrated

sam whitehead was raised in a strict religious family and was a teenage preacher at age

twenty two he began a forty year quest of research and reflection to prove that his faith

was the one true religion and that god was real he reluctantly came to the conclusion that

there is no god and that no religion is true staunch believers in god and readers who are

trying to find their own truth will find sam s journey compelling it moves from alabama to

ohio and back to the deep south in atlanta this serious work challenges believers to live up

to their creed and reflects the humor in many situations along the way sam holds an mba

degree from georgia state university with a major in finance he retired from a lengthy and

varied career with one of the largest petroleum transportation companies in the world most

of his work was in human resources management and public affairs

this book is a companion volume for my book why i became an atheist a former preacher

rejects christianity amherst ny prometheus books 2008 it presents some personal reflections

and additional arguments not covered in that other book

tim sledge pulls back the curtain on southern baptist life as he chronicles nearly four

decades of ministry in this highly personal sometimes painful and frequently provocative

spiritual autobiography part memoir part expos part polemic this is an account of failures as

well as accomplishments and very nearly a case study in how faith may begin how it

evolves and how it can fall apart sledge traces the childhood origins of his sincere faith his

efforts at spiritual obedience his theological education his climb up the ladder in ministry

his insights into the challenges of growth oriented leadership and his pioneering work in

faith based recovery ministries that ultimately guided participants in 20 000 support groups
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across the u s a recurring theme in his story is coming to grips with the significance of

being an adult child of an alcoholic after a fall from grace and a growing awareness that

faith no longer worked for him his journey took a new direction that required examining

alternatives to his former belief system including deism agnosticism humanism and atheism

ultimately he found new ways to live a positive value driven life and emerged as a new

version of the same person he had always been still interested in creating avenues for

personal growth in the lives of others goodbye jesus is a relatable and thoughtful read for

those seeking to better understand the evangelical mindset for christians who are questioning

their faith for ministers trying to decide whether to stay or go and for those who have left

their faith and are dealing with its loss

wars and rumors of war are everywhere terrorism is on the rise disease and famine are

increasing in great  measure the nuclear  arms race out  of  control  riccio s  book puts

everything into perspective

what drives us to be good how do we even know how to be good philosophers and

theologians have dealt with such questions for millennia but dan barker thinks the answers

are not so complicated in mere morality he argues there s no need to appeal to supernatural

commandments or the fear of some higher power when considering morality stripping good

and evil down to the basics he offers a simple compass for navigating life s most difficult

moral and ethical dilemmas

every thinking person wants to lead a life of meaning and purpose for thousands of years

holy books have told us that such a life is available only through obedience and submission

to some higher power today the faithful keep popular devotionals and tracts within easy

reach on bedside tables and mobile devices all communicating this common message life is

meaningless without god in this volume former pastor dan barker eloquently powerfully and

rationally upends this long held belief  offering words of enrichment emancipation and

inspiration he reminds us how millions of atheists lead happy loving moral and purpose

filled lives practicing what he preaches he also demonstrates through his own personal

journey that life is valuable for its own sake that meaning and purpose come not from

above but from within

an atheist  s letters to heaven is for seekers of truth and anyone interested in being

acquainted with the christian perspective on modern controversies hotly debated in the

media press academia and beyond moreover the novel is written to assist believers in

leading unbelievers to christ by putting themselves in their shoes and addressing potential

objections in an adequate and practical manner it is a journey of an atheist marawi who is

given the opportunity to reconnect with his now deceased friend melchizedek in paradise

prior to his passing melchizedek accepted jesus christ as his savior and pleaded with his

friend to do the same to no avail over the course of their correspondence marawi asks

questions and offers counterarguments based on logic academia and atheism melchizedek on

the other hand offers a heavenly perspective and occasionally refers to the scriptures history

and the realities of life to make his case for the veracity of the christian faith it is a novel

that takes the objections of atheists into consideration and addresses the most common

objections raised by non christians the questions of origin meaning morality and destiny are

discussed from divergent paradigms over the course of three years
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a guide to meaningful life choices for living an ethical life without theology or religious

faith how does an atheist respond to the question what is the purpose of life for a christian

it is faith that gives their life purpose in his best selling book the purpose driventm life

what on earth am i here for rick warren says you must begin with god you were born by

his purpose and for his purpose but as a non believer your purpose resides in yourself it is

yours alone to discover and develop it s about choosing to live your own life for your own

reasons no one can dictate your purpose you decide this book will help you understand and

appreciate why freely choosing to help and cooperate with others is the true path to finding

purpose life does not need purpose purpose needs life to punctuate this point the good

atheist includes inspiring biographies of humanity s true heroes men and women who did

not waste their lives as slaves to a god but rather found purpose in enhancing life on this

earth for all of us

weve heard it said many times when life hands you a bunch of lemons just make lemonade

my question would be what if you dont have any sugar on the outside he looked like just

another little scrawny kid in the neighborhood who couldnt run as fast or keep up with the

rest of the boys in their games on the inside he had a dreadful disease that neither he nor

his family fully understood which one day would put him on a deathbed on the outside he

looked like any other child playing in sunday school and not giving his full attention when

the preacher was preaching on the inside of his mind were questions prompted by a picture

being painted in front of him on a life size canvas over the yearsquestions that would put

his life on a journey from which few have safely returned little did he know he had a travel

agent and his travel plans had already been booked from birth they would take him places

and let him experience things that he would later write about in a book called from atheist

to ambassador come and travel with the author as he shows you how god took one who

was hopeless and turned him into one who now preaches hope from one who spent

countless days racked in pain from a disease the doctors said could not be cured to one

who is healed from the disease and now lays hands on the sick and watches god heal them

what do you do when life gives you a bunch of lemons you wait until god gives you honey

from the rock and then you make a refreshing drink for all to enjoy

get ready to put aside any obstacles doubt fear and negative self talk and say hello to what

makes you magical in god s eyes the devotional for black women provides 52 weeks of

practical biblical principles and inspiration for building intimacy with god to fully embrace

your identity in christ understand your god given purpose and walk confidently in your

calling through weekly devotional wisdom journaling prompts biblical affirmations and more

readers will be empowered to overcome societal influences that black women often allow to

make up their identities nurture a stronger more personal relationship with god build upon

the faith trust and confidence needed to share your uniqueness with the world as a black

christian woman and so much more this undated devotional allows readers the freedom to

engage at their leisure and is perfect for black christian women who desire to make their

faith an intricate part of their lifestyle

the 1920s marked one of the greatest cultural shifts in american life and the risque flapper

became the icon of the period but there was a counter image of the feminine the decade

was also the golden age for girl evangelists who defended traditional morals and traditional

christian beliefs and attitudes
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perhaps the most persistent question in human history is whether or not there is a god

intelligent people on both sides of the issue have argued sometimes with deep rancor and

bitterness for generations the issue can t be decided by another apologetics book but the

conversation can continue and help each side understand the perspectives of the other in

this unique book atheist john loftus and theist randal rauser engage in twenty short debates

that consider christianity the existence of god and unbelief from a variety of angles each

concise debate centers on a proposition to be resolved with either john or randal arguing in

the affirmative and the opponent the negative and can be read in short bits or big bites this

is the perfect book for christians and their atheist or agnostic friends to read together and

encourages honest open and candid debate on the most important issues of life and faith
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