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imagine a world where parasites control the minds of their hosts sending them to
their destruction imagine a world where parasites are masters of chemical warfare
and camouflage able to cloak themselves with their hosts own molecules imagine
a world where parasites steer the course of evolution where the majority of
species are parasites welcome to earth for centuries parasites have lived in
nightmares horror stories and in the darkest shadows of science yet these creatures
are among the world s most successful and sophisticated organisms in parasite rex
carl zimmer deftly balances the scientific and the disgusting as he takes readers on
a fantastic voyage traveling from the steamy jungles of costa rica to the fetid
parasite haven of southern sudan zimmer graphically brings to life how parasites
can change dna rewire the brain make men more distrustful and women more
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outgoing and turn hosts into the living dead this thorough gracefully written book
brings parasites out into the open and uncovers what they can teach us about the
most fundamental survival tactics in the universe

in this unprecedented history of a scientific revolution award winning author and
journalist carl zimmer tells the definitive story of the dawn of the age of the brain
and modern consciousness told here for the first time the dramatic tale of how the
secrets of the brain were discovered in seventeenth century england unfolds
against a turbulent backdrop of civil war the great fire of london and plague at
the beginning of that chaotic century no one knew how the brain worked or even
what it looked like intact but by the century s close even the most common
conceptions and dominant philosophies had been completely overturned supplanted
by a radical new vision of man god and the universe presiding over the rise of
this new scientific paradigm was the founder of modern neurology thomas willis a
fascinating sympathetic even heroic figure at the center of an extraordinary group
of scientists and philosophers known as the oxford circle chronicled here in vivid
detail are their groundbreaking revelations and the often gory experiments that
first enshrined the brain as the physical seat of intelligence and the seat of the
human soul soul made flesh conveys a contagious appreciation for the brain its
structure and its many marvelous functions and the implications for human
identity mind and morality

a scientific look at zombies the ultimate guide to how the other half lives or not
how fast and far would a zombie infection spread what would a nutritionist say
about an all brain diet why are the undead so pissed off here are the answers to
all of your essential zombie questions you know you ve asked them with a lively
science based exploration of every aspect of the undead first book to examine the
possible science of our undead brethren from what a zombie brain looks like to
why zombies don t get fat fact based approach looks at zombies through the lens
of real science perfect gift for zombies assuming they could read and zombie
philes dripping with great zombie factoids and insights the proper care and
feeding of zombies will flesh out your understanding of the living dead

imagine if monty python wrote the mayo clinic family health book and you sort
of get the idea afraid you re afflicted with an unknown malady finally you have a
place to turn book sense you hold in your hands the most complete and official
guide to imaginary ailments ever assembled each disease carefully documented by
the most stellar collection of speculative fiction writers ever to play doctor
detailed within for your reading and diagnostic pleasure are the frightening
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ridiculous and downright absurdly hilarious symptoms histories and possible cures
to all the ills human flesh isn t heir to including ballistic organ disease delusions
of universal grandeur and reverse pinocchio syndrome lavishly illustrated with
cunning examples of everything that can t go wrong with you the lambshead
guide provides a healthy dose of good humor and relief for hypochondriacs
pessimists and lovers of imaginative fiction everywhere even if you don t have
pentzler s lubriciousness or tian shan gobi assimilation the cure for whatever
seriousness may ail you is in this remarkable collection

contains interesting facts about various animals

what would we find if over a period of time we paid careful attention to the
coincidences in our lives what would clusters of coincidental events reveal susan
m watkins examines from the inside out coincidences in her life and discovers
powerful insights into the workings of the conscious mind into the concepts of
time and space past and future her examples vividly illustrate how the process of
examining personal coincidences enriches our experiences and opens up a vast
psychological landscape that otherwise tends to go unnoticed and certainly under
utilized

for years scientists have been warning us that a pandemic was all but inevitable
now it s here and the rest of us have a lot to learn fortunately science writer carl
zimmer is here to guide us in this compact volume he tells the story of how the
smallest living things known to science can bring an entire planet of people to a
halt and what we can learn from how we ve defeated them in the past planet of
viruses covers such threats as ebola mers and chikungunya virus tells about recent
scientific discoveries such as a hundred million year old virus that infected the
common ancestor of armadillos elephants and humans and shares new findings
that show why climate change may lead to even deadlier outbreaks zimmer s
lucid explanations and fascinating stories demonstrate how deeply humans and
viruses are intertwined viruses helped give rise to the first life forms are
responsible for many of our most devastating diseases and will continue to control
our fate for centuries thoroughly readable and for all its honesty about the threats
as reassuring as it is frightening a planet of viruses is a fascinating tour of a
world we all need to better understand

students will learn the fundamental concepts of evolutionary theory such as
natural selection genetic drift phylogeny and coevolution evolution making sense
of life also drives home the relevance of evolution for disciplines ranging from
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conservation biology to medicine

the work of creating a fully habitable life with a past and present preoccupies
sonja greckol in gravity matters she traces an arc from a nineteenth century
european family that immigrated and settled in central alberta to a digitized
wondering held together by skype and google rooted in central toronto in this a
first collection greckol turns obliquely from the matters of largely personal lyrics
to historical and international preoccupations that nevertheless remain embodied a
pentimento of certainties sensualities and queries empiricism and theory in science
moving from daughter to mother and then mother daughtering once again in a
feminist voice that is urgent empathic and wry her long poem emilie explains
newton to voltaire a fractured sonetto magistrale voices a eighteenth century
physicist and noble woman emilie du chatelet a key figure of the enlightenment
and locates her in mind and body ands well as in her time this poem was short

listed for the cbc poetry prize in 2008
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