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this fantasy favourite of children and adolescents has neither children nor women as main
characters nevertheless william green s discussion reveals the sexual symbolism and gender
relations in the story of bilbo baggins the homebody hobbit who goes adventuring in spite of
himself by showing us that it is really the story of an adolescent s journey into maturity
green explains why the book became a cult classic in the 1960s by examining tolkien s spatial
imagery he demonstrates the depth of this literary work identifying it as more than just a
prequel to the lord of the rings

presents annotated lists of fantasy titles grouped by subgenre with interest levels and award
indicators and includes a discussion of fantasy providing a historical overview and working
definition of the genre

this is a unique collection of two of the inklings and their literary associates views on the
negative impacts of technology in various areas of life and the resolution of these impacts
through fellowship with others and faith in the creator some of these essays offer
suggestions on how ensnarement by social media and surrender to modern technology can
be countered by surrender to god other essays also demonstrate how the significant literary
craft of these authors can enchant readers and invite them into fairylands from which they
return empowered and with a keener spiritual vision to tackle universal and present concerns

having participated in the first world war and having seen two of his sons serve in the
second tolkien was concerned with many of the same themes that interested other writers in
the post war period the rhythm of war flows through his writings but his own interpretation
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of the themes symbols and motifs of war however were influenced by his religious views and
his interest in fantasy which add another layer of meaning and a sense of timelessness to his
writing croft explores the different aspect of tolkien s relationship with war both in his life
and in his work from the early book of lost tales to his last story smith of wootten major and
concentrating on his greatest and most well known works the hobbit and the lord of the rings
this timely addition to the critical literature on tolkien sheds new light on the author s life
and works tolkien one of the world s most beloved authors was a world war i signaling officer
who survived the battle of the somme and two of his sons served during world war ii such
experiences and events lead tolkien to a complex attitude toward war and military
leadership the themes of which find their way into his most important writings his fiction
criticism and letters demonstrate a range of attitudes that would change over the course of
his life in the end his philosophy on human nature and evil and the inevitability of conflict
would appear to be pragmatic and rational if regretful and pessimistic still croft is able to
uncover a strain of hopefulness as befitted his catholicism about the ultimate fate of the
human soul she concludes that his personal life and values informed his reading and his
writing and the way in which he interpreted his own experiences this valuable consideration
of war in the life of tolkien is essential reading for all readers interested in deepening their
understanding of this great writer

praise for the print edition comprehensive recommended

comprehensive directory of databases as well as services involved in the production and
distribution of information in electronic form there is a detailed subject index and function
service classification as well as name keyword and geographical location indexes

what is art the arts establishment has a simple answer anything is art if a reputed artist or
expert says it is though many people are skeptical about the alleged new art forms that
have proliferated since the early twentieth century today s critics claim that all such work
however incomprehensible is art a groundbreaking alternative to this view is provided by
philosopher novelist ayn rand 1901 1982 best known as the author of the fountainhead and
atlas shrugged rand also created an original and illuminating theory of art which confirms
the widespread view that much of today s purported art is not really art at all in what art is
torres and kamhi present a lucid introduction to rand s esthetic theory contrasting her ideas
with those of other thinkers they conclude that in its basic principles her account is
compelling and is corroborated by evidence from anthropology neurology cognitive science
and psychology the authors apply rand s theory to a debunking of the work of prominent
modernists and postmodernists from mondrian jackson pollock and samuel beckett to john
cage merce cunningham and other highly regarded postmodernist figures finally they
explore the implications of rand s ideas for the issues of government and corporate support
of the arts art law and art education this is one of the most interesting provocative and well
written books on aesthetics that i know while fully accessible to the general reader what art
is should be of great interest to specialists as well ayn rand s largely unknown writings on art
especially as interpreted released from dogma and smoothed out by torres and kamhi are
remarkably refined moreover her ideas are positively therapeutic after a century of artistic
F|oundering and aesthetic quibb|ing anyone interested in aesthetics in the purpose of art or
in the troubling issues posed by modernism and post modernism should read this book
randall r dipert author of artifacts art works and agency torres and kamhi effectively situate
rand s long neglected esthetic theory in the wider history of ideas they not only illuminate
her signif’icanf contribution to an unders’randing of the nature of art they also apply her
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ideas to a trenchant critique of the twentieth century s advanced art their exposure of the
invalidity of abstract art is itself worth the price of admission chris matthew sciabarra author
of ayn rand the russian radical rand s aesthetic theory merits careful study and thoughtful
criticism which torres and kamhi provide their scholarship is sound their presentation is clear
and their judgment is refreshingly free from the biases that rand s supporters and detractors
alike tend to bring to considerations of her work stephen cox university of california san

diego
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