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caught in the grip of forces he does not understand a quiet ordinary clerk in algiers

commits a murder
an ordinary little man living quietly in algiers commits a pointless murder

the stranger french 1 Etranger also published in english as the outsider is a 1942 novella by

french author albert camus its theme and outlook are often cited as examples of camus
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philosophy absurdism coupled with existentialism though camus personally rejected the
latter label the title character is meursault an indifferent french settler in algeria described
as a citizen of france domiciled in north africa a man of the mediterranean an homme du
midi yet one who hardly partakes of the traditional mediterranean culture weeks after his
mother s funeral he kills an arab man in french algiers who was involved in a conflict with
one of meursault s neighbors meursault is tried and sentenced to death the story is divided
into two parts presenting meursault s first person narrative view before and after the
murder respectively meursault learns of the death of his mother who has been living in an
old age home in the country he takes time off from work to attend her funeral but he
shows no signs of grief or mourning that the people around him expect from someone in
his situation when asked if he wishes to view her body he declines and he smokes and
drinks regular white coffee not the obligatory black coffee at the vigil held by his mother s
coffin the night before the burial most of his comments to the reader at this time are about
his observations of the aged attendees at the vigil and funeral which takes place on an
unbearably hot day back in algiers meursault encounters marie a former secretary of his
firm the two become re acquainted swim together watch a comedy film and begin to have
an intimate relationship all of this happens on the day after his mother s funeral over the
next few days meursault helps raymond sintes a neighbor and friend who is rumored to be
a pimp but says he works in a warehouse to get revenge on a moorish girlfriend he
suspects has been accepting gifts and money from another man raymond asks meursault to
write a letter inviting the girl over to raymond s apartment solely so that he can have sex
with her and then spit in her face and throw her out while he listens to raymond
meursault is characteristically unfazed by any feelings of empathy so he does not express
concern that raymond s girlfriend would be emotionally hurt by this plan and agrees to
write the letter in general meursault considers other people either interesting or annoying
or feels nothing for them at all raymond s girlfriend visits him on a sunday morning and
the police get involved when he beats her for slapping him after he tries to kick her out he
asks meursault to testify that the girlfriend had been unfaithful when he is called to the

police station to which meursault agrees ultimately raymond is let off with a warning
a suitable vengeance

with the excitement of a perfectly executed thriller and the force of a parable the stranger
is the work of one of the most engaged and intellectually alert writers of the past century

albert camus s spare laconic masterpiece about a murder in algeria is famous for having
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diagnosed with an almost scientific clarity that condition of reckless alienation and spiritual

exhaustion that characterized so much of twentieth century life

instructional materials for use with albert camus stranger includes a synopsis time line
author s life and works camus and the critics bibliography general objectives specific
objectives literary terms and applications importance of setting cross curricular sources
meaning study comprehension study how language works across the curriculum alternate

assessment vocabulary test two comprehension tests answer key

often marginalised on the sidelines of both philosophy and literature the works of albert
camus have in recent years undergone a renaissance while most readers in either discipline
claim camus and his works to be theirs the scholars presented in this volume tend to see
him and his works in both philosophy and literature this volume is a collection of critical
essays by an international menagerie of camus experts who despite their interpretive
differences see camus through both lenses for them he is a novelist essayist who embodies a
philosophy that was never fully developed due to his brief life the essays here examine
camus s first published novel the stranger from a variety of critical and theoretical
perspectives each drawing on the author s knowledge to present the first known critical

examination in english as such this volume will shed new light on previous scholarship

a critical introduction to the stranger by albert camus as translated by matthew ward
suitable for students from high school up to undergraduate level as well as for the general
reader this edition will cease to be available feb 28th 2015 as a new updated revised edition

will be available in february

camus philosophe to return to our beginnings is the first book on camus to read camus in
light of and critical dialogue with subsequent french and european philosophy it argues that
while not an academic philosopher albert camus was a philosophe in more profound senses
looking back to classical precedents and the engaged french lumiéres of the 18th century
aiming his essays and literary writings at the wider reading public camus criticism of the
forms of political theology enshrined in fascist and stalinist regimes singles him out
markedly from more recent theological and messianic turns in french thought his defense
of classical thought turning around the notions of natural beauty a limit and mesure makes
him a singularly relevant figure given today s continuing debates about climate change as

well as the way forward for the post marxian left
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the contributors to this collection come from disparate fields such as theology literature
studies political science and communication studies and are guided by a commitment to
consider what we can learn from camus as opposed to where he was wrong or misguided
in his life and writing if there is a place to consider the shortcomings of a human being
especially one as unique as albert camus it will not be found within this volume the essays
in this text are built around the theme that albert camus functions as an implicit philosopher
of communication with deep ethical commitments the title creating albert camus is
intended to have a double meaning first are those voices who inspired camus and helped
create his ideas second are those scholars working with camus s thoughts during and after
his life who help create his enduring legacy bringing together scholars who embrace an
appreciation of the philosophy of communication provide an opportunity to further situate
the work of camus within the communication discipline this new project explores the

communicative implications of camus s work

and justice for all arthur chaskalson and the struggle for equality in south africa is a
biography of a remarkable life lived in service both to law and to the struggle for social
change and justice the social change it describes is the victory over apartheid which was
won on several fronts and through the efforts of people in many nations but an important
one of those fronts lay in the courts of south africa itself arthur chaskalson enters the
historical record in 1963 when he and a team of talented lawyers represented nelson
mandela in the historic rivonia trial chaskalson organized legal and non profit organizations
and served as the first president of south africa s constitutional court which would
eventually lead to the deconstruction of apartheid legislation in exploring his life and career
we appreciate more clearly the roles lawyers can play in social change and the
achievement of a just social order and at the same time we gain insight into the combination
of upbringing experience and character that shapes a man first into a cause lawyer and then

into a path breaking and foundation laying judge

what does it mean to describe something or someone as absurd why did absurd philosophy
and literature become so popular amidst the violent conflicts and terrors of the mid to late
twentieth century is it possible to understand absurdity not as a feature of events but as a
psychological posture or stance if so what are the objectives dynamics and repercussions of
the absurd stance and in what ways has the absurd stance continued to shape postmodern
thought and contemporary culture in rethinking the politics of absurdity matthew h

bowker offers a surprising account of absurdity as a widespread endeavor to make parts of
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our experience meaningless in the last century he argues fears about subjects destructive
desires have combined with fears about rationality in a way that has made the absurd stance
seem attractive drawing upon diverse sources from philosophy literature politics
psychoanalysis theology and contemporary culture bowker identifies the absurd effort to
make aspects of our histories our selves and our public projects meaningless with
postmodern revolts against reason and subjectivity weaving together analyses of the work
of albert camus georges bataille judith butler emmanuel levinas and others with interview
data and popular narratives of apocalypse and survival bowker shows that the absurd stance
and the postmodern revolt invite a kind of bargain in which meaning is sacrificed in
exchange for the survival of innocence bowker asks us to consider that the very premise of
this bargain is false that ethical subjects and healthy communities cannot be created in
absurdity instead we must make meaningful even the most shocking losses terrors and
destructive powers with which we live bowker s book will be of interest to scholars and
practitioners in the fields of political science philosophy literature psychoanalysis sociology

and cultural studies

this book is the first english language collection of essays by leading camus scholars from
around the world to focus on albert camus place and status as a philosopher amongst
philosophers after a thematic introduction the dedicated chapters of part 1 address camus
relations with leading philosophers from the ancient greeks to jean paul sartre augustine
hume kant diderot nietzsche kierkegaard husserl hegel marx sartre part 2 contains pieces
considering philosophical themes in camus works from the absurd in the myth of sisyphus
to love in the first man the absurd psychoanalysis justice algeria solidarity and solitude

revolution and revolt art asceticism love

about the book albert camus the stranger is not a terribly complicated book it has only a few
characters and a simple plot a determined reader could finish it in a single evening the
essence of the story is that a young frenchman meursault living in algeria kills a young arab
man is tried convicted and sentenced to death the homicide occurs near the middle of the
book which is only 123 pages long the actual reason for the killing is somewhat obscure the
way the story is told leads one to believe it was mis adventure the coast of algiers as seen
from the basilica of our lady of africa photo by nilfanion used here under the creative
commons attribution 2 0 generic license meursault is revealed to be a somewhat dissolute
man not particularly ambitious not particularly talented or interesting in fact he is not

particularly anything except self indulgent callous and aloof he is intelligent and likable in a
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superficial way but his lack of appreciation for other people renders him shallow all in all
the book reads like a well written pulp fiction novel one might conclude that for some
existentialists as camus is often said to be the world is dreary and dangerous populated only
by the characters from mad men seinfeld and a few zombies i e bureaucrats a fearsome place
but happiness is after all a choice a hard choice sometimes but a choice which is to say a
discipline it is a challenge one must rise to from that perspective of happiness the book is
not so much a study of a person or humanity or even existence as it is a study of a
pathological condition meursault suffers from alienation in the most extreme sense he has
no particular connection to anyone or anything he isn t merely detached or aloof or stoic or
even centered he is not part of society and he s just too lazy to care the book fails as a
morality play because it gets us in but does not provide a way out except for death if life is
meaningless and absurd and death is the only way out why not get out sooner rather than
later that s not much of a lesson the moral of the stranger may very well be to accept life as
it is and choose to live it to the fullest but camus doesn t seem to advocate that at least not
directly if all we had to judge him by is this book we would have to force ourselves to give
him the benefit of the doubt excerpt from the book albert camus 1913 1960 was born in
algeria to french parents his life was devoted to writing and the arts he was a journalist
editor playwright author essayist actor and a french partisan working with the french
resistance during wwii albert camus nobel prize winner half length portrait seated at desk
facing left smoking cigarette new york world telegram and the sun newspaper photograph
collection see loc gov rr print coll 130 nyw html where the new york world telegram and
sun newspaper photograph collection considers all of its photographs public domain although
camus became one of france s most famous writers he was raised in poverty he was born to
what is known as pied noir parents which is a way of saying camus was part of a lower
caste family his father was a farm laborer camus mother catherine hélene sintés a factory
worker and cleaning lady was illiterate and deaf she was of spanish descent thus the pied
noir designation his father lucien auguste camus was in 1914 killed during wwi at the

battle of the marne when albert was a year old buy the book to continue reading

these essays on | etranger celebrate its continuing influence throughout the world
contributors come from algeria samoa india russia france britain and the united states
included are essays by prominent french and english language authors for whom the novel
has been an influential expression of contemporary sensibility other essays include feminist

interpretations of meursault studies of camus s narrative form and explorations of the
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algerian setting of the novel comparative studies show camus s relation to the new novel to

greene and orwell to jules roy and to sartre
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