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in the seven lively arts gilbert seldes crafts a compelling narrative that explores the significance of popular culture and entertainment in early 20th
century america written with a mix of critical analysis and accessible prose seldes examines the interplay between fine art and mass media delving
into performance film music and more his acute observations are interspersed with personal anecdotes and cultural critique situating his work within
the broader context of the american arts scene during a period of rapid change and modernization seldes effectively nuances the relationship between
artistic merit and commercial success thus challenging preconceived hierarchies in art appreciation gilbert seldes was a pivotal figure in american
cultural criticism serving as both a writer and a public intellectual dedicated to elevating popular discourse around the arts his upbringing in a vibrant
artistic environment and his engagement with avant garde movements influenced his perspective championing an inclusive view of art that resonated

with a burgeoning mass audience seldes s advocacy for appreciating diverse forms of expression allows readers a window into the socio cultural
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landscape of his time readers seeking a thought provoking examination of art and its role in society will find the seven lively arts an invaluable
resource with its keen insights into the intersection of culture and commerce it remains relevant for those interested in understanding the dynamics of
art in contemporary society seldes s work is essential for anyone wishing to grapple with the complexities of artistic expression and its broader

cultural implications

unlike collections of essays which focus on a single century or whose authors are drawn from a single discipline this collection reflects the myriad
performance options available to london audiences offering readers a composite portrait of the music drama and dance productions that characterized
this rich period just as the performing arts were deeply interrelated the essays presented here by scholars from a range of fields engage in dialogue
with others in the volume the opening section examines a famous series of 1701 performances based on the competition between composers to set
william congreve s masque the judgment of paris to music the essays in the central section the mainpiece showcase performers and productions on the
london stage from a variety of perspectives including english tastes in art and music the use of dance the depiction of madness and masculinity in
both spoken and musical performances and genres and modes in the context of contemporary criticism and theatrical practice a brief afterpiece looks
at comic pieces in relation to satire parody and homage by bringing together work by scholars of music dance and drama this cross disciplinary

collection illuminates the interconnecting strands that shaped a vibrant theatrical world

highly acclaimed classic intelligently and engagingly discusses slapstick comic strips vaudeville and other elements of popular culture and their
relationship to such traditional art forms as opera ballet drama and classical music author seldes also pays homage to charlie chaplin mack sennett
irving berlin the marx brothers and a host of other celebrities a must have book for general readers students and teachers of the performing arts and

devotees of american popular culture

architect martin bloom has written accommodating the lively arts to encourage the building and preservation of spaces that can nurture live
performance in an age increasingly threatened by the steady encroachment of simulated electronic entertainments this book is essential reading for
anyone who might ever be involved in making decisions about the design or renovation of performance facilities architects designers students theatre
professionals actors directors producers technicians and all those who might find themselves on committees charged with deciding on the location

financing and shape such facilities may take

accommodating the lively arts an architect s view insightfully analyzes the needs of those who design theatres work in theatre or attend theatre
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illustrating his points with many sketches bloom shows how over time the elements of focus platform and frame have determined and still determine
the success of the theatrical performance essential reading for anyone involved in making decisions about the design or renovation of performance

facilities architects designers students theatre professionals and all those who decide on the location financing and shape such facilities may take

discussions of slapstick comic strips vaudeville and other elements of popular culture and their relationship to such traditional art forms as opera ballet

drama and classical music

he was a friend of james joyce pablo picasso e e cummings john dos passos irving berlin and f scott fitzgerald and the enemy of ezra pound h 1
mencken and ernest hemingway he was so influential a critic that edmund wilson declared that he had played a leading role in the liquidation of
genteel culture in america yet today many students of american culture would not recognize his name he was gilbert seldes and in this brilliant
biographical study pulitzer prize winning historian michael kammen recreates a singularly american life of letters equally important kammen uses
seldes s life as a lens through which to bring into sharp focus the dramatic shifts in american culture that occurred in the half century after world
war i born in 1893 seldes saw in his lifetime an astonishing series of innovations in popular and mass culture silent films and talkies the phonograph
and the radio the coming of television and the proliferation of journalism aimed at mainstream america in such venues as vanity fair the saturday
evening post and esquire his monthly column in esquire was called the lively arts seldes was more than a witness to these changes however he was
the leading champion of popular culture in his time and a skilled practitioner as well kammen the first scholar to enjoy access to seldes s unpublished
papers illuminates his immense influence as the earliest cultural critic to insist that the lively arts vaudeville musical revues film jazz and the comics
should be taken just as seriously as grand opera the legitimate theatre and other manifestations of high culture as he traces seldes s remarkable
evolution from an acknowledged aesthete and highbrow to a cultural democrat with a passion for the popular arts kammen recaptures the critic s
prescience wit and generosity for a newly expanded audience we witness seldes s triumphs and travails as managing editor of the dial the most
influential literary magazine of its time and read of new york s endlessly feuding publications and literary rivalries kammen offers wonderfully detailed
accounts of the dial s introduction of the wasteland in its november 1922 issue seldes s review of ulysses for the nation one of the first if not the very
first to appear in the u s and the complete story of the writing publication and critical reception of the seven lively arts seldes s most influential book
and kammen also covers seldes s astonishingly versatile later career as a freelance writer on every conceivable subject historian novelist playwright
filmmaker radio scriptwriter the first program director for cbs television and the founding dean of the annenberg school of communications at the
university of pennsylvania one of popular culture s earliest and most eloquent champions seldes was nonetheless publicly worried as early as 1937 that

the popularity of radio film and television would mean the demise of the private art of reading by 1957 he was warning that with the shift of all
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entertainment into the area of big business we are being engulfed into a mass produced mediocrity at a time when many thoughtful americans despair

of popular culture the lively arts revisits the opening salvos in the ongoing debate over democratization versus dumbing down of the arts it offers a

penetrating and timely analysis of gilbert seldes s pioneering conviction that the popular and the great arts must not only co exist but enrich one

another if we are to realize the innovation and intensity of american culture at its best
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