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the u s department of defense defines a fleet in being as a fleet or force that avoids decisive action
but because of its strength and location causes or necessitates counter concentrations and so
reduces the number of opposing units available for operations elsewhere this illuminating work
makes clear that fleet in being strategies have been highly consequential throughout history given
the correct geography and platforms both large and small navies have employed fleet in being
strategies to great operational and strategic advantage the case studies in this book will show how
when and why naval analysts generally emphasize offensive naval missions blockades raids
expeditionary warfare and fleet on fleet engagements most of these actions concern positive
operational objectives shutting down traffic cutting trade launching an invasion or sinking an
enemy fleet deterrence and denial brings together leading experts to examine an essential yet
often overlooked element of naval strategy the deterrent impacts of a fleet even when not
conducting aggressive operations a fleet in being this collection presents eighteen case studies
ranging from the late seventeenth century to the present of the operational and strategic
effectiveness of a fleet in being highlighted is the deterrent value of navies what a fleet in being
prevents from occurring in peacetime as well as what it denies enemies in wartime these negative
operational and strategic objectives are difficult to study and often neglected but they are no less
important preventing an attack on the homeland or stifling an enemy s preferred strategy can be
as crucial to success as any positive objective each chapter is written by a prominent historian
who explores the concept of fleet in being in historical and geographic contexts to demonstrate
what the strategy has accomplished in both peacetime and wartime the first four chapter section
covers the age of sail including napoleon s naval strategy the second section the period
immediately prior to the world wars the third section focuses on the world wars and the different
geographic constraints placed on fleets in being the final three chapters examine the cold wars of
the twentieth and twenty first centuries including china s current offensive version of fleet in
being strategy and russia s naval strategy under vladimir putin this collection is a major
contribution to any understanding of the deterrence and denial capabilities of navies in the



First Fleet Primary History Unit

modern world

covers all major wars and conflicts in north america from the late 15th to mid 18th centuries with
discussions of key battles diplomatic efforts military technologies and strategies and tactics ¢
xplores the context for conflict with essays on competing colonial powers every major native
american tribe all important political and military leaders and a range of social and cultural issues
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