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sample sections from the very short introductions series are presented in this encapsulation of human knowledge

this stimulating very short introduction to music invites us to really think about music and the values and qualities we ascribe to it the world teems with
different kinds of music traditional folk classical jazz rock pop and each type of music tends to come with its own way of thinking drawing on a wealth of
accessible examples ranging from beethoven to chinese zither music nicholas cook attempts to provide a framework for thinking about all music by examining
the personal social and cultural values that music embodies the book reveals the shortcomings of traditional conceptions of music and sketches a more
inclusive approach emphasizing the role of performers and listeners about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors

combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

hermeneutics defines the rules used to search out the meaning of scripture throughout church history interpreters have approached biblical interpretation in
different ways using different tools and methods this book conveniently and accessibly surveys major biblical interpreters and approaches to hermeneutics

from the patristic period to the present days it provides a theoretical basis for understanding the processes of hermeneutics in different faith traditions

a short introduction to psychotherapy is an accessible guide to the field for anyone embarking on training or simply interested in finding out more about
psychotherapy mapping the development and dimensions of contemporary practice the book explores the origins of psychotherapy its applications in terms of
modalities settings and client populations central theoretical concepts the nature of training and career paths for qualified practitioners main critiques both
from within and outside psychotherapy a team of well known and highly regarded contributors examine issues which have particular bearing on psychotherapy
today this includes the changing roles for psychotherapists working in primary and secondary care and the demand for practice to be more evidence based a
useful summary is provided of existing research into the efficacy and effectiveness of psychotherapy looking ahead the book also examines the future of

psychotherapy and considers the effect that the proposed statutory registration will have on the field christine lister ford is a director of the northern guild for
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psychotherapy where she leads the msc in integrative psychotherapy previously she sat on the governing board of the united kingdom council for
psychotherapy for 7 years she has chaired international and european training standards groups over a 15 year period her previous publications include skills

in transactional analysis counselling psychotherapy sage 2002 she is a member of the editorial boards of several psychotherapy journals

this introduction to plato focuses on the philosophy and argument of his writings drawing the reader into plato s way of doing philosophy and the general

themes of his thinking it includes a brief account of plato s life

most of us recognize that organizations are everywhere you meet them on every street corner in the form of families and shops study in them work for them
buy from them pay taxes to them but have you given much thought to where they came from what they are today and what they might become in the
future how and why do they have so much influence over us and what influences them how do they contribute to and detract from the meaningfulness of
lives and how might we improve them so they better serve our needs and desires this very short introductions addresses all of these questions and considers
many more mary jo hatch introduces the concept of organizations by presenting definitions and ideas drawn from the a variety of subject areas including the
physical sciences economics sociology psychology anthropology literature and the visual and performing arts drawing on examples from prehistory and
everyday life from the animal kingdom as well as from business government and other formal organizations hatch provides a lively and thought provoking
introduction to the process of organization about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis

perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

this book introduces students and researchers to the key ideas and issues that inform research practice authors matt henn mark weinstein and nick foard
provide a clear and easy to understand roadmap to help the reader plan their research project from beginning to end this book is perfect for use on

introductory methods courses and is also an invaluable guide for the first time researcher embarking on their own small scale research project it is the
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intention of this book to prepare students and new researchers for their research project brilliantly written throughout this is your essential guide to the theory

of research the practice of research and the best ways to plan and manage your research
a concise and pedagogical introduction to string theory for graduate students featuring examples and homework problems

are you thinking of embarking on professional counselling training and in need of a clear overview of the therapy profession well look no further this down to
earth guide will provide you with the ideal way in by explaining what it really means to become a professional counsellor what is involved in training and real
life practice sally aldridge director of registers at bacp will take you step by step though what counselling actually is introducing its basic concepts historical
development research base and structure of the profession demonstrating the far reaching influence of counselling the book will show you how its concepts

have been applied beyond the consulting room and examine the recent place of counselling in the nhs and wider mental health care

generating precise comprehension of the quran and the true meaning of its verses is arguably the essence of the most important of the islamic sciences qur
anic exegesis or tafsir since the passing of the prophet many scholars have worked hard to bring a proper understanding of the meaning of the qur an to
muslims and indeed to the world at large as fully as possible in an attempt to widen knowledge of the guidance contained therein and how to live life in
accordance with its principles the result has been a wealth of historical muslim literature on the subject which has come to be known as ulum al tafsir or the
sciences of tafsir a systematic exegesis of the qur an following several methodologies this work traces the evolution of qur anic exegesis from the time of the
prophet the companions the successors the early mufassirun exegetes with independent tafsir works to the present day in doing so it addresses some major
issues including to what extent has tafsir been influenced by differing theological traditions classical mystical sufi persian political and sectarian interests etc
and how interpretation has differed in some cases mainly pertaining to juridical theological historical and linguistic issues certain scholars and qur anic
commentaries have stood the test of time and stand in greater prominence to others their works are introduced and different methodologies compared and

critiqued what we are left with is a broad yet important overview of a subject which otherwise can be too complex and extensive for the ordinary reader to
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grasp acting as a valuable addition to his her understanding and study of the qur anic text

can we ever truly influence predict and direct our own futures are there multiple futures or only one awaiting us jennifer gidley explains our innate fascination

with the unknown future and considers the role of the human consciousness in embracing multiple future possibilities and creating a world of our choices

this text introduces students of human geography to the fundamental concept of place marrying everyday uses of the term with the complex theoretical
debates that have grown up around it a short introduction to one of the most fundamental concepts in human geography marries everyday uses of the term
place with the more complex theoretical debates that have grown up around it makes the debates intelligible to students using familiar stories as a way into
more abstract ideas excerpts and discusses key papers on place by doreen massey and david harvey considers empirical examples of ways in which the
concept of place has been used in research teaching and learning aids include an annotated bibliography lists of key readings and texts a survey of web

resources suggested pedagogical resources and possible student projects

issues in medical ethics are rarely out of the media and it is an area of ethics that has particular interest for the general public as well as the medical
practitioner this short and accessible introduction deals with moral questions such as euthanasia as well as asking how health care resources can be

distributed fairly

international relations affects everyone s lives their security economic well being rights and freedoms and the environment they share this book explores
international relations central concerns with the changing way that political authority is organised globally and provides the theoretical tools to understand the

dynamics of the field

this very short introduction explores the concept of measurement its mathematical underpinnings and its wide range of application from the sciences and

social sciences to economics and commerce
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the united nations has been called everything from the best hope of mankind to irrelevant and obsolete with this much needed introduction to the un jussi
hanhimoki engages the current debate over the organizations effectiveness as he provides a clear understanding of how it was originally conceived how it has
come to its present form and how it must confront new challenges in a rapidly changing world after a brief history of the united nations and its predecessor
the league of nations the author examines the un s successes and failures as a guardian of international peace and security as a promoter of human rights as
a protector of international law and as an engineer of socio economic development hanhimoki stresses that the un s greatest problem has been the
impossibly wide gap between its ambitions and capabilities in the area of international security for instance the un has to settle conflicts be they between or
within states without offending the national sovereignty of its member states and without being sidelined by strong countries as happened in the 2003
intervention of iraq hanhimoki also provides a clear accounting of the un and its various arms and organizations such as unesco and unicef and he offers a
critical overview of how effective it has been in the recent crises in rwanda and the former yugoslavia for example and how likely it is to meet its overall
goals in the future the united nations hanhimoki concludes is an indispensable organization that has made the world a better place but it is also a deeply
flawed institution in need of constant reform about the series oxford s very short introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range
of subjects from islam to sociology politics to classics literary theory to history and archaeology to the bible not simply a textbook of definitions each volume
in this series provides trenchant and provocative yet always balanced and complete discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field every very
short introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it has influenced society
eventually the series will encompass every major academic discipline offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library whatever the area of
study that one deems important or appealing whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader the very short introductions series has a handy and

affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable

in this book jonathan barnes examines aristotle s scientific researches his discoveries in logic and his metaphysical theories his work in psychology and in

ethics and politics placing his teachings in their historical context
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