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a one stop source of information analysis biographical profiles and key primary documents on the collapse of communism in the soviet union studies the rise and fall of
a superpower and its ruling party following a chronology of events five essays provide a narrative overview and discuss the evolution of perestroika the brezhnev
doctrine and the afghan war nationalism and the end of the soviet empire and russia after the collapse of communism also contains biographical profiles of 15 leaders
the text of 22 documents including writings by key figures a glossary and an annotated bibliography

an expert in probing mafia type relationships in present day russia martin mccauley here offers a vigorously written scrutiny of soviet politics and society since the days
of lenin and stalin john keep professor emeritus university of toronto the birth of the soviet union surprised many its demise amazed the whole world how did imperial
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russia give way to the soviet union in 1917 and why did the ussr collapse so quickly in 1991 marxism promised paradise on earth but the communist party never had
true power instead allowing lenin and stalin to become dictators who ruled in its name the failure of the planned economy to live up to expectations led to a boom in the
unplanned economy in particular the black market in turn this led to the growth of organised crime and corruption within the government the rise and fall of the soviet
union examines the strengths weaknesses and contradictions of the first marxist state and reassesses the role of power authority and legitimacy in soviet politics
including first person accounts anecdotes illustrations and diagrams to illustrate key concepts mccauley provides a seminal history of twentieth century russia

following his great trilogy of biographies of the giants who dominated the history of the soviet union stalin 1991 lenin 1994 and trotsky 1996 dmitri volkogonov delves
deeper into the soviet archives to produce new character evaluations and political assessments of the seven leaders who ruled the soviet union from 1917 to 1991 a
former general in the soviet army s propaganda department director of the institute for military history and defence adviser to president yeltsin from 1991 to his death
from cancer in december 1995 dmitri volkogonov had unrivalled access to soviet military archives communist party documents and secret presidential files basing his
new book on these inside sources he has continued his pioneering work of revealing the truth behind the activities of the world s most secretive political leaders he
throws new light on lenin s paranoia about foreigners in russia his creation of a privileged system for top party members stalin s repression of the nationalities and his
singular conduct of foreign policy the origins and conduct of the korean war khrushchev s relationship with the odious secret service chief beria brezhnev s vanity and

stupidity the afghan war poland and solidarity soviet bureaucracy gorbachev s leninism and role in history

this is the first work to set one of the great bloodless revolutions of the twentieth century in its proper historical context john dunlop pays particular attention to yeltsin s
role in opposing the covert resurgence of communist interests in post coup russia and faces the possibility that new institutions may not survive long enough to sink

roots in a traditionally undemocratic culture

controversially this book argues that the ruling party state elite in the ussr itself moved to dismantle the old system topics discussed include the beginnings of economic
decline in 1975 gorbachev s efforts to democratize and decentralize the complex political battle through which the coalition favouring capitalism took power the flaws in
economic policies intended to rapidly build capitalism the surprising resurgence of communism research includes interviews with over 50 former soviet government and

communist party leaders policy advisors new private businessmen trade union leaders and intellectuals

the fall of communism and the break up of the soviet union into 15 independent states in december 1991 was one of the most significant events of the 20th century in
the last years of soviet rule images of mass protests on the streets of moscow tbilisi and vilnius bloodshed in baku striking miners mikhail gorbachev wooing the west
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and boris yeltsin defiantly mounting a tank in front of the white house building in moscow shattered all of the old certainties about the seemingly unbreakable
communist system gorbachev and yeltsin were the dominant figures in this process but non russian national movements workers intellectuals and international
developments all had roles to play jeremy smith presents the dramatic events of 1985 91 in a clear and succinct form setting out a variety of interpretations for the
demise of communism in the soviet union and suggesting new approaches to answering the unresolved question of why it happened smith discusses the long term and
short term factors behind the extraordinary collapse assessing the impact of economic crisis nationalism personalities and democratization in the process

a major study of the collapse of the soviet union showing how gorbachev s misguided reforms led to its demise a deeply informed account of how the soviet union fell
apart rodric braithwaite financial times a masterly analysis joshua rubenstein wall street journal in 1945 the soviet union controlled half of europe and was a founding
member of the united nations by 1991 it had an army four million strong with five thousand nuclear tipped missiles and was the second biggest producer of oil in the
world but soon afterward the union sank into an economic crisis and was torn apart by nationalist separatism its collapse was one of the seismic shifts of the twentieth
century thirty years on vladislav zubok offers a major reinterpretation of the final years of the ussr refuting the notion that the breakup of the soviet order was inevitable
instead zubok reveals how gorbachev s misguided reforms intended to modernize and democratize the soviet union deprived the government of resources and
empowered separatism collapse sheds new light on russian democratic populism the baltic struggle for independence the crisis of soviet finances and the fragility of
authoritarian state power

dramatic and defining moments in american history come vividly the life in the cornerstones of freedom series

taking the soviet collapse the most cataclysmic event of the recent past as a case study this text engages students in the exercise of historical analysis interpretation
and explanation in exploring the question posed by the title the author introduces and applies such organizing concepts as great power conflict imperial decline
revolution ethnic conflict colonialism economic development totalitarian ideology and transition to democracy in a most accessible way questions and controversies and
extracts from documentary and literary sources anchor the text at key points this book is intended for use in history and political science courses on the soviet union or
more generally on the 20th century

red coleman a moscow correspondent for the associated press newsweek and u s news and world report has spent over thirty years gathering observations and
experiences to produce this in depth up close definitive examination of the fall of the soviet union and the people and events that contributed essentially to its demise
from the kremlin palace coup against nikita khrushchev in 1964 to the invasion of czechoslovakia and the emergence of the soviet dissident movement during leonid
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brezhnev s rule to the rise and fall of mikhail gorbachev and boris yeltsin s troubled presidency through 1995 coleman was the man on the scene for virtually every
defining event of russian history in the postwar era

combining skilful economic political and social analysis this text provides a fascinating insight into the decline of the soviet union

the unexpected collapse of the soviet union in 1991 signaled the demise of a political and economic system that was widely perceived as durable the preeminent rival
to that of the united states less conspicuous than the momentous political transformations were the altered beliefs aspirations and illusions of the individuals who had
maintained and led that system in this original interpretation the eminent sociologist paul hollander focuses on the human aspects of the failure of soviet communism he
examines how members of the soviet political elite leaders in communist czechoslovakia and hungary high ranking officials in agencies of control and coercion and
distinguished defectors and exiles experienced the erosion of ideals that undermined the political system they had once believed in

feared and respected as one of the world s two great superpowers the soviet union throughout the final twenty years of its life was a model of state organized delusion
as david satter shows in powerful detail the leaders of the kremlin found that when their carefully constricted facade fell apart in the late 1980s there was nothing to
prop up the crumbling ruins satter s book demonstrates compellingly how the soviet people were forced to live a gigantic lie during nearly two decades of reporting for
the financial times and reader s digest he interviewed soviet citizens all across the vast country not just the dissidents and party apparatchiks in moscow but ordinary
men and women traveling with him from coal mines and farms to bureaucratic reception halls to the nightmarish wards of punitive psychiatric hospitals to railroad
stations where victims of the communist system set up camp the reader withesses how an entire state was constituted on the basis of a fraudulent version of reality in
the soviet union lying at the grocery and the factory as well as the government office was universal and obligatory and westerners were seldom able to penetrate the
perplexing mosaic of wishful thinking and denial that camouflaged a brutal regime

a history of the soviet union which begins with the conditions leading up to the revolution of 1917 and concludes with the collapse of the soviet union in 1991

an account of russia during the gorbachev years which presents events from the viewpoint of both the politicians and the people this book describes the revolutionary
changes in the baltic republics anti kremlin feeling in the caucasus and the growing rebellion against communism in russia itself

new edition of a book endorsed in earlier incarnations by bcl3 annotation copyright by book news inc portland or
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papers presenting outcome of initial discussions of two year research project set up by international institute for global peace in tokyo and royal institute of international

affairs in london focusing on former soviet union and multi dimensional consequences of its collapse for security of its eastern and western neighbours examines

changes within fsu relations of fsu with outside world and impact of collapse on perceptions of security in europe and far east

in this book a distinguished united states army officer and scholar traces the rise and fall of the soviet military arguing that it had a far greater impact on soviet politics

and economic development than was perceived in the west drawing on interviews with key actors in the soviet union before during and after its collapse in 1991

general william e odom tells a riveting and important story

this text is informed by the view that part of the answer to the conundrum did we fail to anticipate the end of the cold war lies in a dissection of the ways in which the

ussr was theorized by its leading practitioners in the west
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read,
making books more accessible than ever. With the
rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries
in their pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular
choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of
knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But
what makes these sites so valuable, and where can
you find the best ones? Let's dive into the world of
free ebook sites.
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Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer
numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying
books can be expensive, especially if you're an avid
reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast
array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether
you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the
world, you can access your favorite titles anytime,
anywhere, provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is
astounding. From classic literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and range of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free
ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a
wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book
ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks,
making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview
millions of books from libraries and publishers
worldwide. While not all books are available for free,
many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is user-friendly and offers
books in multiple formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business
books, making it an excellent resource for students
and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated
content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not
downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only
harm authors and publishers but can also pose
security risks.
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Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices
updated to protect against malware that can be
hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to
distribute the book and that you're not violating
copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational
purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer
numerous academic resources, including textbooks
and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from
cooking to programming, making these sites great for
personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide
a wealth of educational materials for different grade
levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers,
the fiction section is brimming with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of
subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of
education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's
books, from picture books to young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for
those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading
comfort, making it easier for those with visual
impairments.
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Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into

audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading
experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a comfortable reading
experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection,
making it easy to find and access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library
across multiple devices, so you can pick up right
where you left off, no matter which device you're

using.
Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with
challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes
the quality of the digital copy can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you
download, limiting sharing and transferring between
devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an
internet connection, which can be a limitation in areas
with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as

technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make
accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless
and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help
more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in
learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible
opportunity to access a wide range of books without
the financial burden. They are invaluable resources
for readers of all ages and interests, providing
educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility
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features. So why not explore these sites and discover
the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook
sites are legal. They typically offer books that are in
the public domain or have the rights to distribute

10

them. How do | know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to
well-known and reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check
reviews and ensure the site has proper security
measures. Can | download ebooks to any device?
Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them compatible with various devices

like e-readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do free
ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites
offer audiobooks, which are perfect for those who
prefer listening to their books. How can | support
authors if | use free ebook sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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