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selling over  16 000 copies in  hardcover  this  triumphant  coming of  age memoir  is  now
available in paperback editions in both english and spanish in the tradition of black ice
santiago writes lyrically of her childhood on her native island and of her bewildering years of
transition in new york city

magic sexual tension high comedy and intense drama move through an enchanted yet harsh
autobiography in the story of a young girl who leaves puerto rico for new york s tenements
and a chance for success

riveting booklist starred review

seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject english language and literature studies
literature grade 1 3 university of kassel language english abstract this research is going to
deal with the factors that have influenced santiago s hybrid transformation in order to facilitate
this the main focus of this paper will be put on her progression concerning national identity
cultural identity and gender identity our goal is to find out to what extent santiago s hybrid
transformation becomes visible when further analysing her identity development

suggests activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of when i was
puerto rican by esmeralda santiago

moving beyond the poignant childhood story she told in when i was puerto rican esmeralda
santiago author of american dream and one of the country s leading latina voices recalls her
extraordinary journey into womanhood

it  s been sixty years since alicia left  puerto rico to come to philadelphia did that mean
forgetting your cultural identity alicia seeks answers to this question when confronted by her
children about their puerto rican heritage in an attempt to justify not teaching them spanish
she journals about growing up in two cultures hoping that s the end of that subject but for her
son matthew the journals ignite a desire to know more about the culture of the puerto rican
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people alicia travels on a remarkable journey to her past rediscovering everything she left
behind she shows us how her family moved to philadelphia where she settled into its new
culture until decades later when her sons accused her of depriving them of their ethnicity this
book is not a memoir but a collection of stories this story is for every puerto rican from the
island to the mainland this book is for immigrants that have come to america for a better life
but want to hold onto their cultural identity this book is for philly and for everyone who made
america their home our land of beautiful cultures from every corner of the world alicia has
written a compelling narrative in a web of stories of the human heart

seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject american studies literature grade 1 3 lmu
munich  amerika  institut  course  ethnicity  and  american  identity  in  contemporary  fiction
language english abstract  esmeralda santiago s  when i  was puerto  rican was her  first
autobiographic novel and it was the precursor of two following memoirs almost a woman and
the turkish lover in when i was puerto rican santiago tells of her early childhood during the
1950s and 60s the story told in the novel starts in puerto rico at santiago s age of four up to
the age of thirteen when she immigrates with her mother and her then six siblings to the us to
live in brooklyn new york her memoir does not only show the difficulty of switching between
two different cultures and mentalities american and puerto rican but it  also portrays the
coming of age process of a girl who has to find a balance between her individual desires and
expectations of her surrounding world the novel reveals the santiago family s dealings with
the pitfalls of poverty and their dreams of a better life this family experiences life in all
varieties they are moving from the rural town of macún to the urban area of santurce a district
of puerto rico s capital san juan the family s destiny as a whole unity is yet only a framing plot
the novel illustrates the struggle of understanding the world from a child s perspective in the
case of young esmeralda it is especially hard to understand the dynamics of her unmarried
parents relationship for her it is a challenging rethinking process to learn how to tell from her
parents behavior who is right and who is wrong she also longs for appreciation called forth by
sibling rivalry and the maternal responsibility for her younger sisters and brothers make
esmeralda question woman and manhood which eventually leads her to an inner rebellion in
when i was puerto rican santiago shares the beginning of her search for the intricate question
of her own sexuality she unveils her solitary way to find femininity how she had to find the
answers to her questions all by herself due to the omnipresent secretiveness about sexuality
santiago explains how her younger self tried to unfold the mystery of her mother s constant
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but unexplained warning of being casi señorita almost a young lady this memoir illustrates the
transformation from an inexperienced girl to a teenager who tries to define herself and figure
out what she wants and expects from life

la historia de esmeralda santiago comienza en la parte rural de puerto rico donde sus padres
y siete hermanos en continuas luchas los unos con los otros vivían una vida alborotada pero
llena de amor y ternura de niña esmeralda aprendió a apreciar cómo se come una guayaba a
distinguir la canción del coquí a identificar los ingredientes en las morcillas y a ayudar a que
el alma de un bebé muerto subiera al cielo pero precisamente cuando esmeralda parecía
haberlo aprendido todo sobre su cultura la llevaron a nueva york donde las reglas y el idioma
eran no sólo diferentes sino también desconcertantes cómo esmeralda superó la adversidad
se ganó entrada a la performing arts high school y después continuó a harvard de donde se
graduó  con  altos  honores  es  el  relato  de  la  tremenda  trayectoria  de  una  mujer
verdaderamente extraordinaria

seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject american studies literature grade 1 3 lmu
munich  amerika  institut  course  ethnicity  and  american  identity  in  contemporary  fiction
language english abstract  esmeralda santiago s  when i  was puerto  rican was her  first
autobiographic novel and it was the precursor of two following memoirs almost a woman and
the turkish lover in when i was puerto rican santiago tells of her early childhood during the
1950s and 60s the story told in the novel starts in puerto rico at santiago s age of four up to
the age of thirteen when she immigrates with her mother and her then six siblings to the us to
live in brooklyn new york her memoir does not only show the difficulty of switching between
two different cultures and mentalities american and puerto rican but it  also portrays the
coming of age process of a girl who has to find a balance between her individual desires and
expectations of her surrounding world the novel reveals the santiago family s dealings with
the pitfalls of poverty and their dreams of a better life this family experiences life in all
varieties they are moving from the rural town of macún to the urban area of santurce a district
of puerto rico s capital san juan the family s destiny as a whole unity is yet only a framing plot
the novel illustrates the struggle of understanding the world from a child s perspective in the
case of young esmeralda it is especially hard to understand the dynamics of her unmarried
parents relationship for her it is a challenging rethinking process to learn how to tell from her
parents behavior who is right and who is wrong she also longs for appreciation called forth by
sibling rivalry and the maternal responsibility for her younger sisters and brothers make
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esmeralda question woman and manhood which eventually leads her to an inner rebellion in
when i was puerto rican santiago shares the beginning of her search for the intricate question
of her

following  the  enchanting  story  recounted  in  when  i  was  puerto  rican  of  the  author  s
emergence from the barrios of brooklyn to the prestigious performing arts high school in
manhattan  esmeralda  santiago  delivers  the  tale  of  her  young  adulthood  where  she
continually strives to find a balance between becoming american and staying puerto rican
while translating for her mother mami at the welfare office in the morning starring as cleopatra
at new york s prestigious performing arts high school in the afternoons and dancing salsa all
night she begins to defy her mother s protective rules only to find that independence brings
new dangers and dilemmas

from the award winning best selling author of when i was puerto rican a powerful novel of
family race faith sex and disaster that moves between puerto rico and the bronx revealing the
lives  and  loves  of  five  women  and  the  secret  that  binds  them together  they  refer  to
themselves as las madres a close knit  group of women who with their  daughters have
created a family based on friendship and blood ties their story begins in puerto rico in 1975
when fifteen year old luz the tallest girl in her dance academy and the only black one in a sea
of petite light skinned delicate swans is seriously injured in a car accident tragically her
brilliant multilingual scientist parents are both killed in the crash now orphaned luz navigates
the pressures of adolescence and copes with the aftershock of a brain injury when two new
friends enter her life ada and shirley luz s days are consumed with aches and pains and her
memory of the accident is wiped clean but she suffers spells that send her mind to times and
places she can t share with others in 2017 in the bronx luz s adult daughter marysol wishes
she better understood her but how can she when her mother barely remembers her own life
to  help ada and shirley s  daughter  graciela  suggests  a vacation in  puerto rico for  the
extended group as an opportunity for luz to unearth long buried memories and for marysol to
learn more about her mother s early life but despite all their careful planning two hurricanes
back to back disrupt their homecoming and a secret is revealed that blows their lives wide
open  in  a  voice  that  sings  with  warmth  humor  friendship  and  pride  celebrated  author
esmeralda santiago unspools a story of women s sexuality shame disability and love within a
community rocked by disaster
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seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject english language and literature studies
literature grade 1 3 university of kassel language english abstract this research is going to
deal with the factors that have influenced santiago s hybrid transformation in order to facilitate
this the main focus of this paper will be put on her progression concerning national identity
cultural identity and gender identity our goal is to find out to what extent santiago s hybrid
transformation becomes visible when further analysing her identity development
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